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The lack of parking at GSC gets 
blamed for cases of absenteeism and 
tardiness among students.
 Students spend hours circling the 
college in order to find a spot.
 “I’ve been stuck in traffic, trying 
to find a parking place, many times,” 
said Daniel Parkerson, a student here 
at GSC.
“It sucks…Not enough space! We 
[students] have to drive 25 minutes 
looking for one parking spot. It’s just 
too small for all of the people that are 
coming,” said GSC student Lesther 
Martin. 
For the start of the 2009 fall semes-
ter, the fast-growing student body’s 
biggest complaint is often that GSC 
fails to provide convenient parking. 
Richard G. Goodson, GSC police 
chief and director of public safety, 
said it’s hard to keep up with all the 
students.
“We get lots of new students every 
fall,” Goodson said. “Just when you 
think that the student population is 
going to level off you get a huge num-
ber of new students.”
However, thanks to the new ga-
rage, parking at GSC has come a long 
way from conditions in the fall of 
2008.
According to Goodson, hundreds 
of cars had to park in the grass area 
every day then.
“It’s a matter of infrastructure; it 
seems to me that we have reached 
our limit as far as parking goes,” said 
Frank Sherwood, GSC English in-
structor.
In fact, GSC has 6,819 students 
enrolled but only 2,032 student park-
ing spaces available. This includes the 
381 new parking spaces provided by 
the construction of the $3.8 million 
parking deck. 
Some students complain that the 
construction of the deck didn’t come 
without sacrifices.
 “My tuition was around $400 
more this year due to all of the ex-
tra fees,” Andrew Woodrum said. “I 
just think that the new parking deck 
could have been bigger for the money 
that we paid.” 
Others complain about the design 
of the new parking deck: 
“They should at least put a ramp 
that connects the first and second 
floor,” Parkerson said. “It’s just a 
waste of time having to get out of the 
deck in one place and come back in 
through another, It’s an unnecessary 
inconvenience.” 
GSC’s Vice President of Business 
and Finance Paul Glaser defended 
the latest parking project. 
“The new parking deck was not 
a poor design at all,” he said. “Most 
two-floor parking decks don’t have 
ramps, and we would have lost about 
70 parking spaces had we added a 
ramp to the design. … The deck was 
designed with maximum capacity in 
mind. 
“The architects and engineers 
hired for the project recommended 
against the construction of a ramped 
deck,” he said.
However, safety is the primary 
concern in the building of new decks. 
After a parking structure built by 
Metromont Corp. collapsed in down-
town Atlanta in June, many schools 
have checked for problems in their 
own parking decks.No one was in-
jured in the incident, but at least 35 
vehicles were damaged.
According to Michael Sproston, 
director of parking services at Geor-
gia State University, the deck that 
collapsed was near Georgia Tech, but 
was privately owned. Sproston  said 
GSU inspected all of their parking 
decks after the incident, and so far all 
decks there are safe to use, including 
one that was built by Metromont.
Glaser said that the new parking 
deck at GSC is completely safe.
 “One advantage is that our deck 
was inspected as it was being built,” 
Glaser said. “Also, the last inspection 
took place in July after it was fin-
ished.”
HJ Russell and Co. and Tim Haahs 
Engineers and Architects built the 
new parking deck here.
 “We are so satisfied with the job 
they did, that we are thinking about 
contracting them again for future 
plans,” Glaser said. “We are going to 
be constructing a new parking deck 
within the next two years. The new 
structure will have about six to seven 
hundred parking spaces and it will 
cost about $8 million.”
Part of the problem at GSC, adds 
Goodson, is that students are not 
making full use of all the parking so-
lutions offered, such as the rideshare 
parking lot and the rideshare web-
site (https://portal.gsc.edu/students/
rideshare/default.aspx.).
“I don’t really think that we have 
a parking problem at GSC. What 
we have is a convenience problem,” 
Goodson said. “The spaces are avail-
able, they’re just far, and a lot of stu-
dents don’t want to walk.”
Chief Goodson also clarifies that 
the why of the problem is directly re-
lated to the when.
“Finding a parking place is more 
Parking: 
Why is it still  
a problem?




please see “Parking,” page 4 w 
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Thanks to the economy 
our recent holiday weekend 
acquired an additonal “La-
bor-free” day this year.
The Board of Regents of 
the University System of 
Georgia has mandated six 
furlough days in which GSC 
faculty and staff will not re-
ceive pay. According to the 
USG Web site, the Furlough 
Program has been put in 
place in order to meet insti-
tutional budget reduction re-
quirements.
“Furlough days are short-
term solutions to long-term 
problems.  That long-term 
problem, of course, being the 
economy,” said Paul Glaser, 
vice president for business 
and finance. 
While furloughs further 
complicate some employ-
ees’ current economic woes, 
those who make less than 
$23,660 will be exempted.
“One day of furlough 
equals $100,000,” said Glaser.
Most of the professors at 
GSC have taken “F-Day” 
with a grain of salt. 
“Whatever is best for ev-
eryone. I look at Furlough 
Day as a common good,” said 
Douglas Ealey, sociology 
professor. 
“It would be nice if we 
didn’t have Furlough Day, 
but we are all state employ-
ees and have to sacrifice,” 
said Diane Cook, psychology 
professor. 
The up side of the furlough 
days, according to professors, 
is that students are not affect-
ed negatively. 
“I’m grateful that we are 
not shortchanging the stu-
dents,” said Douglass Young, 
political science professor. 
“Everybody dislikes losing 
pay, but it is important that 
everyone has to sacrifice.”
In addition to students not 
being negatively impacted, 
no staff members will lose 
their jobs due to the econo-
my.
“I would rather everyone 
keep their job than have lay-
offs,” said Ealey.
Professors did not feel un-
dermined by the Furlough 
Program, even though they 
have to make a significant 
sacrifice.
“I would like to think what 
I do is important, but there 
are more necessary things 
that have to be done as far as 
finances,” said Cook.
“I will miss that little 
chunk of my paycheck,” said 
Scott Kantor, collection man-
agement librarian.
“Let’s make the best of it,” 





six furlough days planned for school year
R e m a i n i n g 
F a l l 
F u R l o u g h 
D a y s
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f u r l o u g h  d a y s 
h a v e  y e t  t o  b e 
d e t e r m i n e d .
gscCompass.com    
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Parking (cont.)
difficult in the morning hours from 
10 to 12, especially on Wednesdays,” 
Goodson said. “Plus the first week 
or two of classes everyone wants to 
show up to school to pay fees, buy 
books, get ID’s, get permits, pick up 
checks, attend events, meet teach-
ers, and find out the location of 
their classrooms. 
“After a few weeks, students will 
start dropping classes.” 
The college is dealing with these 
challenges. One of the solutions 
currently in place at GSC consists 
of opening the faculty and staff 
parking spaces to all students after 
5 p.m.
Allison Ainsworth, assistant pro-
fessor of communication, said a 
more environmentally sound solu-
tion is available for some students: 
“This would be a good time for 
students who live close to the col-
lege to walk to school or to ride a 
bicycle,” Ainsworth said. 
Tom Walter, vice president for 
student development and enroll-
ment management, has worked at 
GSC for 20 years. Walter is also a 
member of the advisory committee 
for the Hall Area Transit (Red Rab-
bit), and a member of the advisory 
committee for Northeast Georgia 
Medical Center where he dealt with 
transportation and parking issues 
in the past.
Walters doesn’t think that put-
ting a limit to the amount of stu-
dents who are allowed to enroll in 
the college would help to solve any 
of the parking issues. 
“Other options must be explored 
before putting an end to our open 
enrollment policy,” he said. “If it 
came down to it, we would make 
plans to create a Red Rabbit shuttle 
service for students at the ride share 
parking lots in order to open up 
some spaces at the campus.” 
Paul Glaser confirmed that the 
administration plans to install a 
shuttle service on  campus either in 
the spring or fall of next year.
But more immediate solutions 
are also in place. In the case that a 
student can’t find a parking space 
anywhere, they should call Public 
Safety at (678) 717-3723. 
Despite the efforts from the staff 
to provide parking space during 
these crowded times, anywhere 
from 25 to 50 tickets are issued dai-
ly, Goodson said.
 “If we don’t aggressively ticket 
we give students a false sense of se-
curity that they can get away with 
illegal parking. I’ll have faculty and 
staff yelling at me because they have 
nowhere to park,” Goodson said.
Nonetheless, the administra-
tion at GSC observes that most of 
the tickets don’t relate to parking 
spaces.
“This is what amazes me,” Glaser 
said. “Ninety-plus percent of stu-
dents pay $20 for permits…but we 
write more tickets for lack of per-
mits than for anything else because 
some people will not take three 
minutes to fill out the paperwork.” 
Glaser said that the money from 
tickets goes back into the general 
budget of the school but is not a sig-
nificant percentage of the budget.
Membership valid in club of enrollment only. 
*Limited time offer. Must present valid Student I.D. to redeem offer. Offer based on the purchase 
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monthly dues per person. Must pay first and last months’ dues plus the initiation fee to join. 
Monthly dues must be paid by one account and deducted by automatic transfer from checking, 
savings, Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover account. Redeemable by non-members 
only. Extra charge for some amenities. Facilities may vary by location.  Monthly dues membership may 
be canceled with written notice in accordance with the terms of the membership agreement. Offer is not 
available in combination with other discounted rates. Advertised rate does not include access to any LA 
Fitness Premier New York or Signature Clubs.  Offer is not available at Signature Clubs. Call club for details. 
Advertised rate may be subject to change.  ©2009 LA Fitness International, LLC. All rights reserved.
NO LONG-TERM 
CONTRACT REQUIRED!   
ATTENTION STUDENTS!
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r GSC student Pete Barich takes a break from classes to enjoy 
a free meal at the Club Fair & Barbecue sponsored by CAB.
v An Atlanta-based Flamenco band, Caló Gitano, performed 
in the student center on Aug. 27. People of all cultures were 
brought together with Ania Yeas’ unique gypsy dance style of 
rapid, audible foot movements on a board, similar to the waltz, 
while Kevin Wilson sang Spanish songs with Farzan Kendrick 
accompanying on the guitar. Students Kristen Gravlee (right)  
and Austin Poff (left to Gravlee) participated on stage.  The event 
was presented by the Office of Minority Affairs and Multicultural 
Programs.
Cassie Smith, Yeoshua Sanchez, Chris Ortega and Alex 
Chiney are just a few of the GSC students who attend-
ed the Gwinnett Braves game as part of the Weeks of 
Welcome activities. 
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Brigitte: What is SGA?
Andrew: SGA stands for the Student 
Government Association.  We are the offi-
cial representatives of the students here on 
campus to the administration, the faculty, 
and to the local community. We listen to 
students, take input from them as to things 
they want to see on campus or changes they 
want made; just projects in general to ben-
efit the students.
Brigitte: What are some examples of 
things you have done in the past for stu-
dents?
Andrew: Some examples would be last 
year, by improving the lighting after dark on 
campus; we gave out flash lights to the night 
students who had to walk to their cars in the 
dark. 
We had a healthy choice initiative last se-
mester, by adding healthy foods to the vend-
ing machines. If you look at the vending ma-
chines you will notice a green sticker with 
a heart. This means that every food on the 
right hand side meets the nutritional guide-
lines for healthy foods. We did this for stu-
dents who do not have time to wait in lines 
in the cafeteria in between classes. This way 
the students can grab something fast to eat 
and it does not have to be unhealthy.
Also, last semester we set up Cram Jams 
before the weeks of mid-terms and finals. 
It was the SGA at a table in the ACCT or 
students center, where we passed out energy 
drinks and scantrons. This was just to help 
the students get through that part of the se-
mester because we know it is hard for every-
body. SGA also sponsors the blood drives 
that are here on campus.
Brigitte: May students join if they want 
to? And how would students be able to be a 
part of this?
Andrew: The best way is to come to our 
general meetings which are every Friday 
from 1:00p.m. until 2:00 p.m. in meeting 
room four in the student center.  You do not 
have to have any requirements to come; you 
can simply just show up to take part. If you 
do want to become an executive member 
there is a minimum of G.P.A. of 3.0.
 The more students are involved on cam-
pus, the more momentum and support to 
make the changes we want.
Brigitte: Explain the budget situation 
for SGA so students have more of an idea 
in how big a role SGA plays for student life 
here at GSC.
Andrew: At other schools, the SGA has 
the budget for all of the other student groups 
and distribute the money. We do not have 
the entire club fund budget within SGA, but 
we are a part of the team that allocates it.
P r e s i d e n t  A n d r e w  W i l k i n s o n
9 2 4 2 0 3 9 6 8 @ g s c . e d u
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  S t e p h a n i e  M a r t i n
9 2 4 1 8 5 5 9 3 @ g s c . e d u
S e c r e t a r y  D a n i e l  B e n t l e y
9 2 4 1 9 5 6 3 9 @ g s c . e d u
G e n e r a l  I n q u i r i e s
s g a g a i n e s v i l l e @ g s c . e d u
c a m p u s  l i f e
What’s the deal with sga?





Check out the rest  of  the inter view, complete 
with video,  on our Web site,  gsccompass.com.  
 For example, if you have a student club 
and every year you have to propose a bud-
get, we are a part of the team who sit down 
and allocate those funds. 
Brigitte: If one student or a group of stu-
dents has an idea, solution, or any concerns, 
would they need to join the group to tell you 
about it?
Andrew: Students involvement is entirely 
up to them. The least they can do is send me 
an email and we will action it at our next 
meeting. But the best way is to come to one 
of our meetings and explain where you are 
coming from in person. Then you will meet 
everybody and feel the support behind you. 
I am always looking for new ideas, per-
sonally, because I think that there is always a 
better way to do things.  So any student that 
has a new idea, I am always willing to listen 
to them.  
Brigitte: What are the future plans that 
SGA has in mind for GSC students? What 
is coming up?
Andrew:  The main ideas I have for this 
semester is all about helping students par-
ticularly with keeping their cost down and 
to a limit for school. With the recession, it’s 
hurting students just as much as their par-
ents. This is a commuter school, so one idea 
is to help students getting here. A vast ma-
jority of students travel in from other towns. 
I am one of them and I drive from Com-
merce every day. There is a lot of money 
being spent on gas, and parking gets tough 
so we are suggesting setting up a Ride Share 
Only Parking system so that that the park-
ing spaces closest to the classroom will be 
for the Ride Share students only. There will 
be a special pass you can get, you can mes-
sage people who live close to you and ex-
change student schedules so that way you 
can ride share with them to school and ride 
share back.  This way you can save money 
on gas, you will have the best parking, and 
the maintenance for your car will be less. We 
will have some sort of application system set 
up.
Brigitte: Why did you want to take on the 
role of being president of SGA? 
Andrew: Like I said before I believe that 
there is always a better way to do things. I 
have a lot of ideas, and I am an engineer-
ing major so I am constantly inventing new 
things in my head.
GSC is already a great school. There are 
small class sizes, great transfer programs to 
other schools in the area. It has many op-
portunities. I just want to help make it a little 
bit better.
I’m Scottish born, so we kind of get 
branded as being frugal. I am trying to cut 
cost in intelligent ways for the students. By 
also helping the school at the same time; I 
think there is a way for both.
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interactive art exhibit features skateboards, seesaw
Emily Perry
Wes Pearson (right), gallery assistant, enjoys a little free time with a friend 
on “Recess See Saw” by Didi Dunphy. The painting behind them is “Oh!” by 
Carol John.
If you’re tired of being a 
college student and “acting 
like an adult,” Gainesville 
State College’s art department 
has the antidote. 
“Lollipop, Lollipop,” is a 
new interactive art exhibit 
currently on display in Roy 
C. Moore Art Gallery within 
the Continuing Education/
Performing Arts building. 
GSC’s new art gallery di-
rector Beth Sale said her first 
exhibit is about students hav-
ing fun. “It’s a new semester 
and I want the students to 
interact. I think the display 
encourages that.” 
The show features the play-
ful and colorful works of Didi 
Dunphy, Carol John and Lou 
Kregel. 
T h e 
ar t ists 
h a v e 
a con-
n e c -
t i o n 
of not 
o n l y 
u s i n g 
colors that please the eye, 
they also belong to Athens 
Design Development, a col-
laboration of Athens, Georgia 
based artists and fabricators.
Sale wrote the column “Art 
Notes” for the Flagpole while 
a student of the University of 
Georgia. Her familiarity with 
the artists’ work compelled 
her to place them together. 
The art in the exhibit is 
more than just pleasing to 
the eye. The brightly colored 
piece “Recess See Saw,” which 
is a full sized seesaw by Didi 
Dunphy, was created to entice 
us from being an observer in 
an art gallery to becoming a 
kid on an imaginary play-
ground. 
You are invited to test your 
balance on a “Romeo Rocker,” 
also by Dunphy, as you con-
template the painting “Flow-
er Bomb,” by Carol John. 
Alive with a common use of 
tears (or raindrops depend-
ing upon your preference), 
clouds, rainbows and flower 




J o h n’s 
w o r k 
is in 
perfect 
h a r -
m o n y 
with Lou Kregel’s painting, 
“Exclamation!!!” The piece is 
Kregel’s way of sharing her 
greatest joy from childhood.
GSC will have a total of 
Besides being considered “one 
of the best art organizations in 
the state” by  the Georgia Council 
for the Arts, the Gainesville The-
atre Alliance has a new milestone 
to celebrate. This year, GTA cel-
ebrates its 30th season of bring-
ing the culture of theater to the 
Gainesville community. 
According to Larry Cook, as-
sistant professor of theater, “the 
musical is the biggest production 
of the year” and for the 30th an-
niversary they’ve made it even 
bigger. This year’s musical is “The 
Wedding Singer,” a popular ro-
mantic comedy, now available as 
an on-stage experience. During 
the first weekend of performances, 
GTA is hosting a special showing 
for alumni of the Alliance. 
In addition to “The Wedding 
Singer,” this season will include 
showings of “The Beaux Strata-
gem,” “Eurydice” and, courtesy of 
Wonderquest (GTA for Young Au-
diences), “Robin Hood.”
The Gainesville Theatre Alli-
ance’s mission is to use “the com-
munity showcase” and interaction 
through “innovative outreach” to 
fulfill their “quest for excellence” 
and “education through collabora-
tion.” The collaboration between 
GSC, Brenau University, Theatre 
Wings and The Professional Com-
pany has earned GTA acclaim 
both in the Northeast Georgia 
community and nationwide. 
The collaborative road has not 
always been wrinkle-free, though. 
“There are some challenges,” says 
Cook, “but the administrations of 
Brenau and Gainesville State work 
together to regulate them.
“The administration values the 
combination [of the two colleges] 
and realizes that we’ve accom-
plished things together that we 
couldn’t have alone.”
 GSC’s Theater Department  is 
not only excited for the 30th an-
niversary, but also the inaugura-
tion of the bachelor’s of fine arts in 
design and technology for theatre 
this year.  
Due to financial considerations 
for the addition to the degrees of-
fered at GSC, the 30th anniver-
sary line-up has been scaled back. 
“For the 50th anniversary we’ll do 







2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  P r o g r a m
R o b i n  H o o d
O c t .  1 - 9
 B r e n a u ’ s 
P e a r c e  A u d i t o r i u m
T h e  W e d d i n g  S i n g e r
N o v .  1 0 - 2 1 
B r e n a u ’ s  H o s c h  T h e a t r e
T h e  B e a u x  S t r a t a g e m 
F e b .  9 - 2 0
B r e n a u ’ s  H o s c h  T h e a t r e
E u r y d i c e
A p r i l  1 3 - 2 4
G S C ’ s  E d  C a b e l l  T h e a t r e
gta celebrates 30 years of great theatre
six art shows throughout the 
school year. There are two 
standing shows: “An Artistic 
Discovery” where the art of 
local high school students will 
be displayed; and the gradu-
ating art student’s exhibit at 
the end of the year. Charged 
with putting together four 
additional shows, including 
“Lollipop, Lollipop,” Sale ex-
pressed the desire to provide 
students and faculty with 
what they want to see. 
Anyone who would like to 
make suggestions for a future 
art exhibit should contact Sale 
at bsale@gsc.edu. 
For Beth Sale, art is a great 
way to combine business and 
pleasure. “With this very first 
show of the year, it is my hope 
that we will have added some 
constructive playtime to the 
student’s lives. Having fun 
helps them be more success-
ful in their studies.”
“Lollipop, Lollipop” will 
run through Sept. 24, when 
a closing reception with free 
food will take place at noon. 
So stroll through the gal-
lery for a little play time. 
G a l l e r y  H o u r s
M o n .  1  p . m .  t o  5  p . m .
T u e s .  9  a . m .  t o  5  p . m .
W e d .  1  p . m .  t o  5  p . m .
T h u r s .  9  a . m .  t o  5  p . m .
F r i .  N o o n  t o  5  p . m .
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Arts & Entertainment: Jacob Hunt, Audrey Williams and  
Rachel Reed, section editor.
Sports: Nick Williams, section editor; Mike Williams 
and Gina Privett.
Campus Life: (starting bottom left, going clockwise): 
Martin Billig, Alex Green, Jordan Crawford, Danielle 
Voss and Liz McKinnon, section editor.  Not pictured: 
Alex Donnelly and Anthony King.
News: Alejandro Ramirez, Emily Perry, Lisa Crone, Jarvis 
Johnson, and (across) Brigitte Autran, section editor.
Brandon Lefty, visual media editor; Lauren Blais, editor-in-
chief; and Ben White, assistant editor.
Dave Ayers, copy editor.
